SAMPLE LETTER TO THE EDITOR:

Dear Editor (Detroit News):

I strongly disagree with your editorial of December 3, 2009 entitled, “Proposed Michigan Water Bills Renege on Compromise Compact.”   First, please note that a landowner in Michigan only has the “right to use” the water on their land and all legal statute currently recognizes that no one “owns” the groundwater. In fact, the courts, have held that groundwater is not the property of the insured, but rather a legally recognized interest which the state and others can demand be cleaned up when and if contaminated. 

If anyone owns the water it is the State of Michigan. 

It is essential that “public water” and “public trust” must be more clearly defined as we enter into an era of increasing demands on our water. With the Great Lakes comprising almost 20% of the earth’s fresh surface water, it is critically important that our state and federal laws be strengthened to address this as water transfers, water use and water exports become more desirable…both here in the Midwest region and internationally. 

Privatizing our public commons — our water, our forests, our airwaves — is not in the public’s interest. These are essential public properties that cannot and should not become commodities.

Sincerely, 

